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ONEWS 


Date: February 14th 1992 


Greetings for 
St.Valentine’s Day 


to all the readers o 


Collections Weeding Project 


Background: 

Planning for a long-overdue systematic weeding of 
the collection began back in 1988, with the 
then-collection Management Committee proposing 
that the serials collection be reviewed first. The 
Committee considered, as well, weeding criteria 
appropriate to monographs and serials, and various 
methods for rapid weeding in the monograph 
collection. While the Committee was aware that the 
downtown collections would make the shelves of 
the new downtown library fuller on ‘Day One’ than is 
desirable, it needs to be emphasized that weeding 
the collection to make it fit in the new building was 
seen as a benefit of, and not the reason for, 
weeding. With a few exceptions - SEL and Norris 
reference, for example - our collections had not 
been systematically weeded since the ’60's. 
De-selection should be an ongoing program in any 
library. Even parts of the collection-oriented 
towards historical enquiry - philosophy and art 
history, for example - benefit from regular review for 
removal, possibly with replacement, of worn-out 
volumes and under-utilized duplicates. Because of 
the merger in the mid-’70’s and significant increases 
in the materials budget, weeding was neglected and 
selectors concentrated on selecting new materials. 


Present: 

Last Summer, the SDB Assistant in Tech. Services 
began producing weeding lists, based on the 
Classed serials list which had been annotated by 
selectors in 1989 to show candidates for weeding. 
The criteria applied to serials titles were: 


1) duplicate runs supported by only one current 
subscription; 


2) limited runs - generally less than 10 years - with 
no current subscription; 
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3) broken runs, with no current subscription. 


To date, removing of materials from the shelves is 
almost completed for LC classes A through K, and 
the list for classes L through P was forwarded to the 
stacks a week ago. The final list has been produced 
and will be reviewed and forwarded to the libraries 
by the end of this week. 


Weeded serials are being disposed of in the 
following ways: 


1) by sale to a serial backrun vendor - about 60% of 
the total, and mostly longer runs; 


2) by donation to other libraries directly, or via the 
Canadian Book Exchange Centre; 


3) by discard/recycling of material deemed not to be 
useful to other libraries, e.g. backruns of 
newsletters, volumes with deteriorated paper. 


Besides serials weeding, some parts of the 
monograph collections were reviewed by selectors 
last Spring and Summer. The criteria were various, 
but the major target was little-used multiple copies. 
Cataloguing has other priorities, such as 
cataloguing newly-received titles, to cope with, and 
record adjustment for the discards has had to be 
co-ordinated with these. Once records are 
adjusted, books are screened and sorted into two 
categories: 


1) likely to be useful to other libraries - for sending to 
Canadian Book Exchange Centre or the Canadian 
Organization for Development in Education; 


2) notlikely to be of use to other libraries - 
superseded editions, older, worn textbook material, 
for example. This material formerly was sent to 
paper recycling, if appropriate. | understand we are 
going to make some of it available to library users, 
in exchange for a nominal donation. 


The target date for completing all phases of this 
weeding project is prior to the move to the new 
library, So we can avoid the expense of moving 
unnecessary materials and present a collection that 
is trimmer and easier to use on the shelves of the 
new library. This will by no means complete the 
weeding process. Once the Shuchat collection is 
integrated with the Stacks collections, another 
weeding project will have to be organized. 


One of the priorities in collection management will 
be to devise and implement a regular cycle of 
collection-review and de-selection. 


Robert Wrightson 


BiblioNEWS 


Perils of the Serials 
Cataloguing "In" Tray 


Aargh -- Monday morning, looking at my desk, for 
this | struggled through a blizzard to get here? -- 
COFFEE, s'il vous plait, bitte, por favor -- wretched 
pile of paper didn’t disappear over the weekend the 
way it was supposed to -- 


Pull yourself together now! The only way to deal 
with itis to deal with it. 


First item. From a colleague: "Found in Utlas. A 
possible purchase for the Tec collection?" 


uo4o0.. 0001 $aOTUSbeng 
050 ..4 0001 $aFF5432$bF1 1999 
HOO FA 0001 $aBlockhead, Waldomyr, $d1753- 
245) 45 514 0001 $aThe excruciating pain of the 
Pe ale $aderived cataloguer / 
BEEN ree $cWaldomyr Blockhead. -- 
260% 0 0001 $aCabbagetown :SbSkidrow 
Sacre $aUniversity Press, $c1999 
300 0001 $a3254 p. + pocket containing 
oe ee $aleftover brain cells. 
504 .. 0001 $alncludes bibliographies. 
650 . .4 0001 $aCataloguers, Academic 
Pits ante $xPersonal narratives. 
Anymore? 


No comment. Next item. Another helpful suggestion 
for purchase, this time from someone in SEL: "This 
came to our attention on a Coutts slip dated 28 OCT 
91. Maybe it'll be just the thing for someone on 
your gift list (perhaps someone just shail 
eccentric.) It's only U.S. $17.50 paperback, too. 


Bishop, Peter. 

The greening of psychology: the vegetable world in myth, 
dream and healing. / 237 p. ; 23 cm. 
Dallas : Spring Pubn., 1990 
[Classical notions of a vegetable soul challenges our view of 
consciousness]” 


How could fund C410, formerly 047, get along 
without it? Next. 


From someone in Serials: "What frequency should | 
attribute to this title?" 


No problem, the answer is right there in the record -- 
oh. 


"Published monthly except in Jan., March, April, June, July, 
Sept., and November when 2 issues published and Feb, May 
and October when 3 issues are published in national, demo- 

graphic & separate editions.” 


— put that one under here and let it ripen a little ... 
ext. 


This one a letter from Otto Harrassowitz, 
Buchhandlung und Antiquariat, Booksellers & 
Subscription Agents. 


"Dear Librarian, 


We refer to your purchase order #xxxxxx with us for the journal 
Literatur und Kritik. 


Attached for your review is copy [sic] of the title page from is- 

sue #253/254 (May 1991)....Literatur und Kritik was subsidized 
in the past by the Osterreichische Gesellschaft fir Literatur. 
One of the members of this society was its editor. When a 
new editor took over earlier this year, the Osterreichische Ge- 
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sellschaft fiir Literatur withdrew much of its support for the jour- 
nal in question. When the new editor decided to introduce ma- 
jor changes, a number of former subscribers took legal action to 
protect the "good name” of Literatur und Kritik. 


As a result of the legal action that was taken, a court injunction 
was issued to stop distribution of issue #251/252. The new 
editor was not very happy about the situation. Since litigation 
is still pending, he has now decided to continue publication un- 
der the title L........ und K....., as can be seen from the attached 
title page. 

In all probability, this "title-change" will be only temporary.... 
Under the circumstances, we can only ask that you make a 


note of this unusual situation in your records for this purchase 
order. 


Should any further information be required, please do not hesi- 
tate to contact us.” 


Just so. Any minute now | will compose a note for 
the catalogue record explaining that one ... Next. 


From Elaine Bruce, "A user found this entry in our 
public catalogue. Is this a valid subject heading?" 


TA CANADA - PUBIC WORKS. 
26 
A22 Canada. Board of Works. 
Report of the Commissioners of Public Works. 
SEL Toronto [etc.] 


v. : ill, maps. annual 


FOR HOLDINGS SEE SERIALS HOLDINGS LIST 
Binder’s title: Board of Works. 
Printed by order of the Legislative Assembly, 1844- 


Aargh -- Monday morning --- 


Norris Christmas Auction 


The second annual Christmas Auction (Dec 13/91) 
organized by the Norris Reference Staff was again a 
success thanks to the efforts of many people 
throughout the library system - and one faculty 
member who called in with her bid from Quebec 
City. Active bidding raised a total of $1,300. in a two 
hour period, $400. more than last year. A number of 
restaurants (7) and bookstores (4) contributed 
generously with gift certificates. Bookstores 
included: Argos, Cole, Doublehook, Ogilvy’s. 


We decided to share the wealth this year, giving 
$700. to the Gazette Christmas Fund, $500. to Sun 
Youth and $100. to CODE (Canadian Organization 
for Development in Education). 


The third annual Christmas auction will be held in 
the New Library Building. Please remember, when 
Spring cleaning (if anyone does such an activity 
anymore) - don’t throw into the trash what could be 
someone else's treasure - save it for the Auction. 


Thanks again to those of you who gave so much to 
make the auction a success. 


Elaine Bruce 
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Who’s Where 


Information supplied by the Administrative Services Office 
Vanier 


Sonia Poulin is on maternity leave from January 20, 
1992. 


Vladimir Hakien has returned from part-time 
study leave, so that Claude Hébert returns to his 
position as Mail Clerk. These changes become 
effective on February 17, 1992. 


SEL 


Terry Quigley, appointed to a permanent position 
as Stack Attendant in Norris on December 11, 
temporarily replaces Linda Toy in SEL Reference 
from January 29, 1992. 


Norris 
Government Publications 


Enid Williams-Griffith was appointed Clerk-typist, 
effective January 9, 1992. 


ILL 


Brenda Fewster was appointed to a permanent 
position as Lending Clerk, effective December 5, 
1991. 


Technical Services 


Lorri-Ann Bailey, who had been acting in the 
position, was appointed on December 18, 1991 toa 
permanent part-time job as Targetter. 


Antonella de Santo accepted a permanent 
part-time position in processing, effective December 
19, 1991. 


Between January 16 and April 30, 1992, Kevin 
Bushell replaces Rose Eng as part-time CMF clerk. 


Happy News 


Congratulations to Irene Puchalski, formerly our 
non-print cataloguing librarian, now in the Slide 
Library, for her Master’s thesis (Art History) An 
Analysis of Four Building Types by John S. 
Archibald, Architect (1872-1934). Archibald has a 
posthumous connection with Concordia -- it was he 
who designed Bishop’s Court. 


M. Ferley 


Library Courtesy 


The Concordia Libraries recently adopted a set of 
guidelines relating to "Library Courtesy" which is 
meant to give users guidance concerning proper 
conduct in our libraries. Our users come from such 
varied backgrounds that they do not all have the 
same perception of what constitutes acceptable 
behaviour in a library. They are also probably 
unaware of health, safety and preservation issues. 
Light blue posters with the guidelines on them are 
posted in most public areas of the Libraries. It 
should be noted that library courtesy applies to staff 
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as well as users! We are sometimes unaware of the 
noise we can be creating while pero our 
normal duties. Obviously, the libraries cannot be 
totally quiet but an effort can be made to minimize 
noise where it is likely to disturb those who are 
trying to concentrate. Similarly, the other points of 
safety and conservation of the collection and 
furniture should also be respected. 


As a reminder of the points mentioned on the 
Library Courtesy poster, there are brightly coloured 
bookmarks which may be picked up in all of the 
libraries. These are functional as well as serving as 
memory aids. These bookmarks might be given to 
users who are infringing on some point of courtesy 
as a gentle reminder that their behaviour is 
inappropriate for the library setting. Staff may feel 
more confident in mentioning something to a user if 
there is something to show the person which makes 
it clear that what the staff member is telling the user 
is library policy and not just the staff person’s own 
personal vendetta! 


Let's all be aware of the library courtesy rules, so the 
library will be a better place for all. 


Lee Harris 


Tours of the New Library 
Building 


Interested staff at the SGW campus are being given 
tours of the new library building by the Planning 
Services Office. Tours for downtown staff will 
continue throughout the month of February. By 
March the Office hopes to be able to offer tours to 
Vanier staff as well. 


L. Vileno 


A Look at the Vanier Library 
Media Centre 


October, 1989, the Vanier Library Media Centre 
reopened its doors in a new Library building, with a 
new name (formerly Non-Print), impressive new 
state of the art TVs, VCRs, compact disc players, a 
multi disc player, computers for student use, tape 
decks, a high speed audiocassette duplicator, 
turntables, a 16mm film eleral a 
slide/viewer-projector a filmstrip view-projector and 
nearly a dozen new amplifiers. Since that date, the 
resources here are rapidly becoming better known 
to the Concordia Community. New faces are 
coming into the Media Centre daily, no doubt 
attracted from other areas of the Library by the 
highly visible array of hi-tech hardware through the 
pose walls. Invariably, the first question put to the 

edia Centre staff"... what do you have here for 
students?". It's impossible to come up with a quick 
answer to this. 


Circulating daily for individual and classroom use 
are 16mm films and videocassettes. Videocassettes 
are available in Beta, VHS and 3/4 inch format. We 
are able to borrow (and lend) to many institutions 
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across Canada, thus giving faculty and students a 
much broader resource than our own in-house 
collection. Film and video catalogs from institutions 
we borrow from on a regular basis are located near 
our card catalog. 


For a special viewing treat, try Three Penny Opera 
on video disc. A video disc has the appearance of a 
compact disc, uses laser technology in the same 
way, but is the size of an LP vinyl record. It is used 
in a multi disc player with a monitor for viewing. 


Our own film and video collection is kept ina 
climate controlled room. This room also houses the 
back issues of the fragile African newspapers. 

Open stacks in the Media Centre have scores, 
children’s literature, commercial record jackets and 
compact disc jewel boxes for browsing. Whatis a 
"jewel box"? It’s the industrial jargon used when 
refering to the clear plastic box which contains a 
compact disc. 


Music listeners will find what they are looking for on 
audiodiscs or compact discs. These are for in room 
use for students, but can circulate externally to 
faculty. Audiocasseites circulate to all categories of 
borrowers, however there are few audiocassettes for 
music listeners. Plays, poetry and speeches are 
examples of what is found on audiocassettes. 
Because of substantial donations of vinyl LPs, our 
collection of LPs is far from being completely 
cataloged. 


Multi-media kits vary in subject matter and media. 
Canada’s Visual History, consisting of eigh 

volumes of slides and text, and any of the kits which 
are mainly of slides on architecture seem to be the 
most popular. The slide veme table helps the 
Epes who has to browse a bit before making a 
choice. 


Personal computers for student use are of immense 
value to the students, particularly at term paper time. 
Installed in various hard disks are WordPerfect, 
Lotus 123, dBase III Plus, a tutorial in the use of 
PscyLit on CD-Rom. Our software includes a 
number of titles of interest to students of finance and 
management. We have one Macintosh Classic and 
four personal computers in the student area. We 
accept reservations a day in advance. It is not 
necessary to reserve a computer if there is one 
available, but a reservation is advisble at times when 
assignments are due, or students are faced with a 
deadline. The Media Centre staff does not get 
involved in teaching computer applications, but all 
are computer literate enough to help students who 
run into problems. 


Computer virus control is a problem at any 

academic institution where computers are used by 

students. We are quite proud of our success in 

keeping viruses out. Every disc brought in by a 

student for use here is scanned. Viruses are found 

ek day, and in most cases we are able to clean 
e disc. 


Our facilities include three viewing rooms. One 
room has a capacity for thirty people, the other two 
rooms will accommodate small groups of up to 
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eight persons. The VCRs for these rooms are used 
with 26 inch stereo Sony TVs on movable carts. The 
16mm projector is also on a movable cart. Each 
room is equiped with a screen. 


Aside from increasing academic use, members of 
the Concordia Community drop in very frequently to 
" relax before the next class" and enjoy something 
from Mozart, (we have the complete works), 25 
Classical Masterpieces on compact disc, a BBC 
production of a Shakes are play on video, or 
perhaps The Power of the Myth with Bill Moyers on 


video. We invite you to come and see what we 
have. 


Margaret Sheremata 


Just a Reminder! 
...for the next issue. 


Contributions are always welcome from individuals 
or units. Just leave your signed articles or 
suggestions for newsworthy items with any member 
of the editorial board. Nicest for us, but not 
essential, would be your idea or story on a diskette 
(either size) in Wordperfect (any version), 
accompanied by ahard copy. Just be sure your 
name is on it, and we'll return it to you. 


Thanks 


jaded pajaA2a1 ee 


Editorial Board 


Boi May Ang Norris 7710 
Louise Carpentier Norris 7709 
Margaret Ferley LL 7751 
Ruth Noble SEL 7723 
Matthew Seebruch Norris 7690 
Margaret Sheremata Vanier 7734 


Luigina Vileno Vanier 7760 
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